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Berkshire Weekly COVID-19 Briefing

This briefing has been produced to share the latest local COVID-19 information 
with a wider audience and includes:
- Current information and surveillance
- Key messages from the Directors of Public Health in Berkshire and the six 

local authorities
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Berkshire Weekly COVID-19 Briefing

Please note: 
From 31st January, all Covid-19 case reporting in England will count episodes rather than 
people. This means that people who have been reinfected with Covid-19 will now be included 
in the case numbers multiple times, rather than the current definition that only counts them 
once.

Historical data based on ‘specimen dates’ will be revised to include these changes. Historical 
data based on ‘report dates’ will not be changed and there will be a large increase in the 
cumulative number of cases reported for 31st January. 

For more information about this change in definition, please visit the national gov.uk 
dashboard at: Cases definition to include multiple infection episodes from 31 January 2022 | 
Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)
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Local information and communications
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Latest News



Situational Awareness
The latest Public Health England (PHE) Situational Awareness Report shows weekly case rates 
are increasing in all of the six Berkshire Local Authorities over the last week. This is reflective 
across the South East Region. 

Situational Awareness indicators from 20th to 26th 

January* in comparison to previous 7-day period

Source: PHE Regional South East Situational Awareness Reports (31st January  & 1st February 2022)
* Dates and figures refer to specimen date

The RAG ratings shown below reflect PHE’s thresholds for positivity and case rates. More information on these 
thresholds can be found at the end of this Briefing (slide 38).
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Situational Awareness indicators from 21st to 27th January* in 
comparison to previous 7-day period



Situational awareness
Berkshire’s current weekly rate is 1,549 per 100,000 population (21st – 27th January). This is a 
15% increase on the week before and a 33% increase on the week prior to that.   

There has been a total of 241,311 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Berkshire throughout the 
pandemic. 

Weekly rate of confirmed COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population (7-day rolling average)
Data from the most recent 4 days have been excluded from the charts as these will be incomplete

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Situational Awareness
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Epidemiology of cases in Berkshire local authorities
Weekly rate of confirmed COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population (7-day rolling average)
Data from the most recent 4 days have been excluded from the charts as these will be incomplete

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Epidemiology of cases in Berkshire local authorities
Over the last 14 days (19th January to 1st February 2022) there were 26,214 cases confirmed for 
Berkshire residents:
• 4% of cases were confirmed through Pillar 1 testing and 96% through Pillar 2 testing
• 56% were female and 44% male
• Of the cases with an ethnicity recorded - 76% were from a White background and 24% were 

from a BAME group
• 40% of Berkshire cases were from people aged under 18, 17% in the 18 to 34 age group and 

37% were from those aged 35 to 64. Only 5% were aged 65 and over. 

Age breakdown of confirmed COVID-19 cases over the last 14 days (19th January to 1st February 2022)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Deaths
There have been 1,980 deaths related to COVID-19 in Berkshire through the whole pandemic. 
In the last week reported (week ending 21st January), there were ten COVID-19 related deaths 
across Berkshire – 1 in Wokingham and 3 each in West Berkshire, Reading and Slough. These 
all occurred in either a care home or hospital setting. 

Berkshire’s current all-cause mortality rate is in-line with what we would expect for this time of 
year. Since March 2020, Berkshire’s all-cause mortality rate has been 13% higher than the 
previous 5 year average, which equates to 1,752 additional deaths.

Mortality in Berkshire per 100,000 population (2020 and 2021 compared to 2015-19 average)

Source: Office for National Statistics; Death registrations and occurrences by local authority
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Hospital activity
Number of patients admitted to hospital with COVID-19 – Frimley 
Health NHS Foundation Trust

Number of patients in hospital for COVID-19  – Frimley Health NHS 
Foundation Trust

Source: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/healthcare

Hospital activity information is 
available at a Trust level. The latest 
activity for Frimley Health NHS 
Foundation Trust (FHFT) and Royal 
Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust 
(RBFT) are shown on the following 
slides. 

The winter pressures are continuing 
to impact FHFT hospitals with 
overall numbers of patients 
presenting at hospital increasing. 

On 23rd January, there were twenty 
new COVID-19 admissions to the 
hospital. 
On 25th January, 148 patients were 
in FHFT hospitals with COVID-19 
and 4 were on mechanical 
ventilation.
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Hospital activity
The winter pressures are 
continuing to impact Royal 
Berkshire Foundation Trust (RBFT) 
hospital with overall numbers of 
patients presenting at hospital 
increasing. 

There were 18 new COVID-19 
hospital admissions on 23rd

January 2022. 

On 25th January, 66 patients were 
in RBFT hospitals with COVID-19 
and 3 were on mechanical 
ventilation. 

Number of patients admitted to hospital with COVID-19 – Royal 
Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust

Number of patients in hospital for COVID-19  – Royal Berkshire
NHS Foundation Trust

Source: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/healthcare
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*The total population figure used to calculate vaccination coverage will include a small number of people who have been advised not to receive the vaccination for medical reasons. As of 
22nd July, the underlying data changed from using mid-year 2019 estimates to mid-year 2020 so figures may differ from previous publications.

Source: Statistics » COVID-19 Vaccinations (england.nhs.uk)

81% of people in Berkshire aged 18 and over have now received both doses of the vaccine.

Covid-19 Vaccinations in Berkshire
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Estimated population coverage for dose 1 and 2 by LA and age group* (8th December 2020 to 23rd January 2022)

Nearly 285,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / booster Covid-19 
vaccination in Berkshire. This equates to 83% of the population aged 50 and over. 
Over 518,000 people in total have received their Covid-19 three doses / booster in Berkshire. 

Estimated population coverage for dose 3 / booster by LA and age group* (8th December 2020 to 23rd January 2022)



Bracknell Forest
Cases Bracknell Forest has had 32,644 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the 

last 7 days (21st – 27th January) there has been 1,881 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,515 per 100,000 population, which is a 17% 
increase on the week before and a 26% increase on the week prior to that.

Bracknell Forest’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 597 per 
100,000 population over the last week. 

Deaths There have been 215 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were no new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 21st

January 2022) for Bracknell Forest. 

Since March 2020, Bracknell Forest’s all-cause mortality rate has been 9% 
higher than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 182 additional 
deaths.

Vaccines Nearly 39,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 23rd January 2022. This is 86% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Bracknell Forest. 
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Bracknell Forest
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Bracknell Forest and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 27th

January show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
10 to 14 (3,946 per 100k) 5 
to 9 (3,833 per 100k) and 35 
to 39 (2,069 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Bracknell Forest from 21st to 27th January 2022
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Bracknell Forest
Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (21st to 27th January 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Bracknell Forest

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Reading
Cases Reading has had 45,223 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 7 

days (21st – 27th January) there has been 2,735 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,706 per 100,000 population, which is a 10% 
increase from last week and a 26% increase on the week before that.

Reading’s rate for people aged 60 and over has decreased to 576 per 100,000 
population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 368 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were three new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 21st

January 2022) in Reading.

Since March 2020, Reading’s all-cause mortality rate has been 18% higher 
than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 335 additional deaths. 
The highest excess mortality rate in Berkshire.

Vaccines Over 41,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 23rd January 2022. This is 78% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Reading. 
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Reading
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Reading and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 27th

January show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
5 to 9 (4,114 per 100k), 10 to 
14 (3,482 per 100k) and 35 
to 39 (2,377 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Reading from 21st to 27th January 2022
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Reading

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (21st to 27th January 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Reading

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Slough
Cases Slough has had 44,155 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 7 

days (21st – 27th January) there has been 2,292 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,532 per 100,000 population, which is a 4% 
increase from last week and a 9% increase on the week before that.

Slough’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 761 per 100,000 
population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 402 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were three new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 21st

January 2022) in Slough.

Since March 2020, Slough’s all-cause mortality rate has been 17% higher than 
the previous 5 year average, which equates to 290 additional deaths. 

Vaccines Nearly 31,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 23rd January 2022. This is 71% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Slough. 
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Slough
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Slough and this has changed 
over time. Darker colours 
show higher weekly care 
rates by 100,000 population. 

Weekly case rates at 27th

January show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
10 to 14 (3,090 per 100k), 5 
to 9 (2,196 per 100k) and 15 
to 19 (2,160 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Slough from 21st to 27th January 2022
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Slough

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for 
the latest week (21st to 27th January 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Slough

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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West Berkshire
Cases West Berkshire has had 35,104 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the 

last 7 days (21st – 27th January) there has been 1,824 new cases of COVID-19.

The weekly rate is currently at 1,151 per 100,000 population, which is a 9% 
increase from last week and a 26% increase on the week before that.

West Berkshire’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 378 per 
100,000 population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 294 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were three new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 21st

January 2022) in West Berkshire.

Since March 2020, West Berkshire’s all-cause mortality rate has been 15% 
higher than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 357 additional 
deaths.

Vaccines Nearly 61,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 23rd January 2022. This is 90% of the 
population aged 50 and over in West Berkshire. 
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West Berkshire
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
West Berkshire and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 27th

January show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
5 to 9 (3,421 per 100k), 10 to 
14 (2,411 per 100k) and 40 
to 44 (1,717 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases 
| Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in West Berkshire from 21st to 27th January 2022
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West Berkshire

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (21st to 27th January 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



West Berkshire

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
Cases RBWM has had 39,615 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 7 

days (21st – 27th January) there has been 2,252 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,489 per 100,000 population, which is 16% higher 
than last week and 42% higher than the week before that.

RBWM’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 462 per 100,000 
population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 384 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were no new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 21st

January 2022) in RBWM. 

Since March 2020, RBWM’s all-cause mortality rate has been 7% higher than 
the previous 5 year average, which equates to 202 additional deaths.

Vaccines Over 53,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 23rd January 2022. This is 86% of the 
population aged 50 and over in RBWM. 

Berkshire East Public Health Hub



Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
RBWM and this has changed 
over time. Darker colours 
show higher weekly care 
rates by 100,000 population. 

Weekly case rates at 27th

January show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
5 to 9 (4,030 per 100k) 10 to 
14 (3,776 per 100k) and 40 
to 44 (2,261 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in RBWM from 21st to 27th January 2022
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Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (21st to 27th January 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Wokingham
Cases Wokingham has had 44,570 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 

7 days (21st – 27th January) there has been 3,228 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,856 per 100,000 population, which is a 30% 
increase on last week and a 74% increase on the week before that.

Wokingham’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 564 per 
100,000 population over the last week. 

Deaths There have been 349 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
was one new COVID-19 death recorded in the last week (week ending 21st

January 2022) in Wokingham.

Since March 2020, Wokingham’s all-cause mortality rate has been 5% higher 
than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 267 additional deaths. 
This is the lowest level of excess mortality in Berkshire since the beginning of 
the pandemic.

Vaccines Over 60,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 23rd  January 2022. This is 89% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Wokingham. 
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Wokingham
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Wokingham and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 27th

January show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
10 to 14 (5,182 per 100k), 5 
to 9 (4,507 per 100k) and 40 
to 44 (2,528 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Wokingham from 21st to 27th January 2022
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Wokingham

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (21st to 27th January 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Wokingham

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Summary at 2nd February 2022
• Weekly case rates are increasing in all of the six Berkshire Local Authorities over the last week. 

This is reflective across South East region.

• All six Berkshire local authorities are seeing their top two highest rates in the 5 to 9 and 10 to 
14 year age groups. All other highest rates vary by age group across the local authorities 
between 15 and 44 years of age. 

• In the last week reported (week ending 21st January), there were ten COVID-19 related deaths 
across Berkshire – 1 in Wokingham and 3 in each in  West Berkshire, Reading and Slough. 
These occurred in either a care home or hospital setting. 

• Nearly 285,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their COVID-19 three 
doses/booster in Berkshire. This equates to 83% of the population aged 50 and over. 

Over 518,000 people in total have received their COVID-19 three doses / booster in Berkshire. 

• From Monday 31st January, the way Covid-19 cases are counted and reported in England has 
changed. Previously there was no account taken of the number of times a person had Covid-
19; they were only counted the first time they tested positive. The new data will count each 
time a person has Covid-19 (as long as there is at least 91 days between each infection). This 
will result in a large increase in the number of reported cases, and our Dashboard has been 
updated to show the new data. For more information on this change, please see the ‘what’s 
new’ information on GOV.UK website.
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Data thresholds
Data thresholds included in PHE’s Situational Awareness Report:

Positivity rate
This includes all individuals with a valid test result from a specimen taken in 
the 7-day period shown. This includes Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 test.

Weekly rate per 100,000 population (all ages)

Weekly rate per 100,000 population (aged 60 and over)

Red: >7.5% Amber: 4% to 7.5% Green: <4%

Maroon: >250 Dark Red: 151 to 
250 Red: 51 to 150 Amber: 25 to 50 Green: <25

Maroon: >150 Dark Red: 101 to 
150 Red: 51 to 100 Amber: 25 to 50 Green: <25
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For more information
For the latest Berkshire COVID-19 data (cases, NHS 111 triages and deaths) please visit 
our website: https://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/

Additional information on national, regional and neighbourhood-level data can also be 
found at the main government website: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
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