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Berkshire Weekly COVID-19 Briefing

This briefing has been produced to share the latest local COVID-19 information 
with a wider audience and includes:
- Current information and surveillance
- Key messages from the Directors of Public Health in Berkshire and the six 

local authorities
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Local information and communications
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Latest News



Situational Awareness
The latest Public Health England (PHE) Situational Awareness Report shows weekly case rates are 
increasing in all of the six Berkshire local authorities over the last week. This reflects the regional 
and national trends.

Situational Awareness indicators from 17th to 
23rd March * in comparison to previous 7-day 
period

Source: PHE Regional South East Situational Awareness Reports (28th March & 29th March 2022)
* Dates and figures refer to specimen date

The RAG ratings shown below reflect PHE’s thresholds for positivity and case rates. More information on these 
thresholds can be found at the end of this Briefing (slide 38).
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Situational Awareness indicators from 18th to 24th March* in 
comparison to previous 7-day period



Situational awareness
Berkshire’s current weekly rate is 998 per 100,000 population (18th – 24th March). This is a 7% 
increase on the week before and a 55% increase on the week prior to that. 

There has been a total of 295,295 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Berkshire throughout the 
pandemic. 

Weekly rate of confirmed COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population (7-day rolling average)
Data from the most recent 4 days have been excluded from the charts as these will be incomplete

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Situational Awareness
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Epidemiology of cases in Berkshire local authorities
Weekly rate of confirmed COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population (7-day rolling average)
Data from the most recent 4 days have been excluded from the charts as these will be incomplete

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Epidemiology of cases in Berkshire local authorities
Over the last 14 days (16th to 29th March 2022) there were 16,689 cases confirmed for 
Berkshire residents:
• 5% of cases were confirmed through Pillar 1 testing and 95% through Pillar 2 testing
• 56% were female and 44% male
• Of the cases with an ethnicity recorded - 76% were from a White background and 24% were 

from a BAME group
• 17% of Berkshire cases were from people aged under 18, 20% in the 18 to 34 age group and 

49% were from those aged 35 to 64. 13% were aged 65 and over. 

Age breakdown of confirmed COVID-19 cases over the last 14 days (16th to 29th March 2022)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Deaths
There have been 2,110 deaths related to COVID-19 in Berkshire through the whole pandemic. 
In the last week reported (week ending 18th March), there were 2 COVID-19 related deaths 
across Berkshire – 1 each in Bracknell Forest and West Berkshire.

Berkshire’s current all-cause mortality rate is in line with what we would expect for this time of 
year. Since March 2020, Berkshire’s all-cause mortality rate has been 12% higher than the 
previous 5 year average, which equates to 1,787 additional deaths.

Mortality in Berkshire per 100,000 population (2020 and 2021 compared to 2015-19 average)

Source: Office for National Statistics; Death registrations and occurrences by local authority
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Hospital activity
Number of patients admitted to hospital with COVID-19 – Frimley 
Health NHS Foundation Trust

Number of patients in hospital for COVID-19  – Frimley Health NHS 
Foundation Trust

Source: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/healthcare

Hospital activity information is 
available at a Trust level. The 
latest activity for Frimley Health 
NHS Foundation Trust (FHFT) 
and Royal Berkshire NHS 
Foundation Trust (RBFT) are 
shown on the following slides. 

Over the last 7 days (14th to 20th

March) there have been 185 
hospital admissions for patients 
with Covid-19 to FHFT hospitals. 
This is a 25% increase on the 
prior 7 days.

On 22nd March, 176 patients 
were in FHFT hospitals with 
COVID-19 and 2 were on 
mechanical ventilation.
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Hospital activity
Over the last 7 days (14th to 20th

March) there have been 74 
hospital admissions for patients 
with Covid-19 to RBFT hospitals. 
This is a 28% increase on the 
prior 7 days.

On 22nd March, 58 patients were 
in RBFT hospitals with COVID-19 
and 2 were on mechanical 
ventilation. 

Number of patients admitted to hospital with COVID-19 – Royal 
Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust

Number of patients in hospital for COVID-19  – Royal Berkshire
NHS Foundation Trust

Source: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/healthcare
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*The total population figure used to calculate vaccination coverage will include a small number of people who have been advised not to receive the vaccination for medical reasons. As of 
22nd July, the underlying data changed from using mid-year 2019 estimates to mid-year 2020 so figures may differ from previous publications.

Source: Statistics » COVID-19 Vaccinations (england.nhs.uk)

82% of people in Berkshire aged 18 and over have received the first 2 doses of the vaccine.

Covid-19 Vaccinations in Berkshire
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Estimated population coverage for dose 1 and 2 by LA and age group* (8th December 2020 to 20th March 2022)

Over 287,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / booster Covid-19 
vaccinations in Berkshire. This equates to 84% of the population aged 50 and over. Nearly 
542,000 people of all ages have received their Covid-19 three doses / booster in Berkshire. 

Estimated population coverage for dose 3 / booster by LA and age group* (8th December 2020 to 20th March 2022)



Bracknell Forest
Cases Bracknell Forest has had 40,216 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the 

last 7 days (18th – 24th March) there has been 1,449 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,167 per 100,000 population, which is a 7% 
increase on last week and a 61% increase from the week before that.

Bracknell Forest’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 1,025 per 
100,000 population over the last week. 

Deaths There have been 228 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
was one new COVID-19 death recorded in the last week (week ending 18th

March 2022) for Bracknell Forest. 

Since March 2020, Bracknell Forest’s all-cause mortality rate has been 9% 
higher than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 186 additional 
deaths.

Vaccines Over 39,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 20th March 2022. This is 87% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Bracknell Forest. 
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Bracknell Forest
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Bracknell Forest and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 24th

March show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
40 to 44 (1,434 per 100k), 60 
to 64 (1,385 per 100k) and 
30 to 34 (1,356 per 100k).                                                                                                   

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Bracknell Forest from 18th to 24th March 2022
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Bracknell Forest
Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (18th to 24th March 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Bracknell Forest

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Reading
Cases Reading has had 54,375 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 7 

days (18th – 24th March) there has been 1,313 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 819 per 100,000 population, which is a 7% increase 
from last week and a 44% increase on the week before that.

Reading’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased at 721 per 100,000 
population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 385 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were no new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 18th

March 2022) in Reading.

Since March 2020, Reading’s all-cause mortality rate has been 16.3% higher 
than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 336 additional deaths. 
The highest excess mortality rate in Berkshire.

Vaccines Nearly 42,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 20th March 2022. This is 79% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Reading. 
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Reading
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Reading and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 24th   
March show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
30 to 34 (1,213 per 100k), 40 
to 44 (1,080 per 100k) and 
25 to 29 (989 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Reading from 18th to 24th March 2022
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Reading

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (18th to 24th March 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Reading

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Slough
Cases Slough has had 50,129 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 7 

days (18th – 24th March) there has been 780 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 521 per 100,000 population, which is a 7% increase 
from last week and a 37% increase on the week before that.

Slough’s rate for people aged 60 and over has decreased to 481 per 100,000 
population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 416 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were no new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 18th

March 2022) in Slough.

Since March 2020, Slough’s all-cause mortality rate has been 15.9% higher 
than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 299 additional deaths. 

Vaccines Over 31,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 20th March 2022. This is 73% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Slough. 
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Slough
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Slough and this has changed 
over time. Darker colours 
show higher weekly care 
rates by 100,000 population. 

Weekly case rates 24th

March show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
50 to 54 (769 per 100k), 40 
to 44 (720 per 100k) and 20 
to 24 (663 per 100k). 

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Slough from 18th to 24th March 2022
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Slough

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for 
the latest week (18th to 24th March 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Slough

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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West Berkshire
Cases West Berkshire has had 46,367 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the 

last 7 days (18th – 24th March) there has been 2,048 new cases of COVID-19.

The weekly rate is currently at 1,292 per 100,000 population, which is a 5% 
increase from last week and a 55% increase on the week before that.

West Berkshire’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 1,042 per 
100,000 population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 317 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
was one new COVID-19 death recorded in the last week (week ending 18th

March 2022) in West Berkshire.

Since March 2020, West Berkshire’s all-cause mortality rate has been 16.1% 
higher than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 405 additional 
deaths.

Vaccines Over 61,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 20th March 2022. This is 91% of the 
population aged 50 and over in West Berkshire. 
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West Berkshire
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
West Berkshire and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 24th

March show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
40 to 44 (1,854 per 100k), 30 
to 34 (1,780 per 100k) and 
35 to 39 (1,661 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases 
| Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in West Berkshire from 18th to 24th March 2022
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West Berkshire

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (18th to 24th March 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



West Berkshire

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
Cases RBWM has had 48,623 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 7 

days (18th – 24th March) there has been 1,605 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,061 per 100,000 population, which is 7% higher 
than last week and 54% higher than the week before that.

RBWM’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 997 per 100,000 
population over the last week.

Deaths There have been 397 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were no new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 18th

March 2022) in RBWM. 

Since March 2020, RBWM’s all-cause mortality rate has been 6% higher than 
the previous 5 year average, which equates to 193 additional deaths.

Vaccines Nearly 54,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 20th March 2022. This is 87% of the 
population aged 50 and over in RBWM. 
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Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
RBWM and this has changed 
over time. Darker colours 
show higher weekly care 
rates by 100,000 population. 

Weekly case rates at 24th

March show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
25 to 29 (1,526 per 100k), 30 
to 34 (1,368 per 100k) and 
40 to 44 (1,302per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in RBWM 18th to 24th March 2022
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Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (18th to 24th March 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Wokingham
Cases Wokingham has had 55,585 confirmed cases of COVID-19 so far. Over the last 

7 days (18th – 24th March) there has been 1,968 new cases of COVID-19.

The current weekly rate is 1,131 per 100,000 population, which is a 10% 
increase on last week and a 66% increase on the week before that.

Wokingham’s rate for people aged 60 and over has increased to 946 per 
100,000 population over the last week. 

Deaths There have been 367 COVID-19 related deaths during the pandemic. There 
were no new COVID-19 deaths recorded in the last week (week ending 18th 

March 2022) in Wokingham.

Since March 2020, Wokingham’s all-cause mortality rate has been 5% higher 
than the previous 5 year average, which equates to 294 additional deaths. 
This is the lowest level of excess mortality in Berkshire since the beginning of 
the pandemic.

Vaccines Over 60,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their three doses / 
booster Covid-19 vaccination, as at 20th March 2022. This is 90% of the 
population aged 50 and over in Wokingham. 

Berkshire East Public Health Hub



Wokingham
Weekly rate information is 
now available by 5-year age 
band. This heatmap enables 
us to see the levels of Covid-
19 diagnoses by age group in 
Wokingham and this has 
changed over time. Darker 
colours show higher weekly 
care rates by 100,000 
population. 

Weekly case rates at 24th

March show the three 
highest rates in people aged 
35 to 39 (1,648 per 100k), 45 
to 49 (1,621 per 100k) and 
40 to 44 (1,407 per 100k).

Information on case rates since the start of the pandemic can be found at: Cases | Coronavirus in the UK (data.gov.uk)

Weekly rates by age group in Wokingham from 18th to 24th March 2022
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Wokingham

Cases and weekly rate per 100,000 population for the 
latest week (18th to 24th March 2022)

Total cases and total rates per 100,000 
population (since Mar-20)

Source: PHE Second Generation Surveillance System (SGSS) 
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Data on confirmed COVID-19 cases are shown by Electoral Ward. Due to large numbers, this analysis 
now looks at a weekly period in the first graphs (blue). 

Data relating to each Electoral Ward has been rounded to the nearest 5 in order to protect the 
identity of individuals. Caution should be taken with this information, as it will be based on small 
numbers and can fluctuate. 



Wokingham

To see case, rate and trend information at an MSOA-level, go to  https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/details/interactive-map
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Summary at 30th March 2022
• Weekly case rates are increasing in all of the six Berkshire Local Authorities over the last week. 

This reflects the regional and national trends.

• The top three highest rates vary across each of the six Berkshire local authorities. Six of the 
Berkshire Local Authorities have people aged 40 to 44 within their top three highest rates. 

• In the last week reported (week ending 18th March), there were 2 COVID-19 related deaths 
across Berkshire – 1 each in Bracknell Forest and West Berkshire

• Nearly 287,000 people aged 50 and over have now received their COVID-19 three doses/ 
booster in Berkshire. This equates to 84% of the population aged 50 and over. 

Nearly 542,000 people of all ages have received their COVID-19 three doses / booster in 
Berkshire. 

• Care home residents, people aged 75 and over and those with a weakened immune system 
aged 12 and over will be invited to get a spring COVID-19 booster. The NHS will contact you 
and invite you to book your spring booster when it’s due.

• From Friday 1st April, free testing will end for most people. You may still be able to get free 
rapid lateral flow tests if you work for the NHS or in social care, are going into hospital, or 
you’re at high risk of getting seriously ill from COVID-19. For more information please see the 
GOV.UK website by clicking on this link here.
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Data thresholds
Data thresholds included in PHE’s Situational Awareness Report:

Positivity rate
This includes all individuals with a valid test result from a specimen taken in 
the 7-day period shown. This includes Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 test.

Weekly rate per 100,000 population (all ages)

Weekly rate per 100,000 population (aged 60 and over)

Maroon: >10% Red: >7.51% to 10% Amber: 4% to 7.5% Green: <4%

Maroon: >1000 Dark Red: 600 to 
1000 Red: 400 to 599 Amber: 200 to 

399 Green: <200

Maroon: >500 Dark Red: 300 to 
500 Red: 200 to 299 Amber: 100 to 

199 Green: <100
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For more information
For the latest Berkshire COVID-19 data (cases, NHS 111 triages and deaths) please visit 
our website: https://www.berkshirepublichealth.co.uk/

Additional information on national, regional and neighbourhood-level data can also be 
found at the main government website: https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
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